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Background Kawasaki disease (KD) diagnostic is based on clinical,
laboratory and echocardiographic criteria. Coronary artery bright-
ness is a criterion for diagnosis KD at the acute phase, but it is
qualitative and subjective. Evaluation depends on the experience
of individual echocardiographers.
Objectives Diagnostic value of quantitative evaluation of
echogenicity of the coronary artery wall (CAW) in KD at the acute
phase.
Methods A retrospective case-control study was performed in
Clermont-Ferrand university hospital. Echocardiograms of 0 to
18 years old children between January 2012 to January 2014 was
enrolled: 19 KD conﬁrmed, 14 acute febrile illness and 34 apyretic
children with congenital heart disease without coronary disease.
Two dimensional echocardiography views were obtained using iE33
-Philips- with different probe. The value of echogenicity was eval-
uated in decibel on 2mm2 Regions Of Interest (ROI) using QLAB
software -Philips-. For each examination, precordial short axis
cross-section at level of aortic valve, 3 ROI are placed at the coro-
nary artery environment, 3 ROI at the proximal segment of the left
or right CAW, and 3ROI at the aorta. Quantitative evaluation of
echogenicity of CAW was performed with the measurement differ-
ences between ROI. Intraobserver variability was 0.62.
Results Echogenicity of right CAW was signiﬁcantly higher in the
acute phase of KD than the other groups -P < 0.001, area under curve
ROC= 0.8-. Also, it has been observed for left CAW -P = 0.14-.
Debate and outcome This ﬁrst study highlights the interest
of echogenicity quantitative measure of CAW for KD diagnostic.
Echogenicity of CAW might be helpful in diagnostic for atypical
or incomplete KD. The reproducibility has to be conﬁrmed by a
prospective study with more children suspected of KD.
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Background Coronary arteries obstruction is the main cause of
mortality and morbidity in patients who underwent arterial switch
for transposition of great arteries. Long-term outcome of coronary
transfer and its consequences on myocardial perfusion is scarcely
known.
Objective To evaluate feasibility of cardiac MRI to describe coro-
nary anatomy, myocardial perfusion and ﬁbrosis after arterial switch
operation.
Methods 110 patients (mean age 13.5 y) were included. Twenty-
ﬁve/110 had had previously documented coronary artery obstruc-
tion. cMRI protocol included cine SSFP in short axis, two-chamber,
three and four chamber view, and perfusion analysis before and
after dipyridamole infusion. Anatomy was evaluated by 3D heart
sequence in 78 patients. Finally, late enhancement was evaluated
ten minutes after injection of contrast agent in 71 patients.
Results Perfusion could be evaluated in all patients. One per-
fusion defect was identiﬁed. All patients with prior negative
myocardial ischemia test had normal perfusion on MRI even those
with mild to moderate coronary stenosis. Anatomical evalua-
tion of proximal coronary arteries was possible in 71/78 patients.
Finally, we found limited myocardial ﬁbrosis in only two/78 patients
who had left coronary artery obstruction that had been
repaired.
Conclusion cMRI is feasible and gives comprehensive information
on coronary artery anatomy and physiology after the arterial switch
operation. Use of cMRI as a screening tool for late coronary artery
obstruction should be evaluated in larger series of patients to esti-
mate its sensitivity and speciﬁcity.
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Objectives To describe CT ﬁndings in paediatric idiopathic pul-
monary arterial hypertension (PAH).
Methods Lung and cardiac CT of 30 children with idio-
pathic PAH or heritable PAH (median age 7.5 years [range
11months—15.5 years]) were compared to 30 children without car-
diac or lung disease matched for age. PAH diagnosis was always
conﬁrmed by a right heart catheterization. All patients were con-
sidered as having idiopathic or heritable PAH after a complete
diagnostic work-up according to the Nice international recommen-
dations. Seven/30 patients had mutations in one of the known PAH
genes (BMPR2, Alk1, TBX4, EIF2AK4).
Results CT ﬁndings were signiﬁcant increase of the ratio of
main pulmonary artery/ascending aorta (median 1.5 [1—1.9] ver-
sus 0.98 [0.7—1.1] in controls and of right ventricle/left ventricle
(median 1.4 [0.9—3] versus 0.8 [0.6—1]). Mediastinal adenopathies
were observed in 9 cases. Parenchymal anomalies were present in
25/30 patients with mosaic pattern of attenuation in 9, ground glass
nodules in 17, micronodules in 12, interlobular septal thickening
in 13, consolidation in 3, and distal pulmonary arteries anoma-
lies in 16. No correlation was found between CT ﬁndings and WHO
functional class or hemodynamic characteristics of patients. Veno-
occlusive disease was diagnosed at CT in 3 patients and conﬁrmed
subsequently either genetically or histologically. Two/4 diagnoses of
Rendu-Osler (ALK1 mutations) were diagnosed at CT before genetic
conﬁrmation.
Conclusion CT is a valuable tool in the diagnostic work-up of PAH
in children. Speciﬁc parenchymal anomalies are highly suggestive of
EIF2AK4 or ALK1 mutations and may orientate genetic conﬁrmation
of the disease.
